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Resources for transitioning transfer students at Natick High: 

 

 
1. Shadow Day - All potential transfer students have the opportunity to request to spend a day at Natick High School 

shadowing a NHS student as they attend their classes. The Guidance Dept. Head and the ADL coordinator collaborate 

on linking up the potential transfer with a student in NHS’s ADL program or with a student that is requested by the 

potential transfer student with whom he/she already has a relationship. In order to schedule a Shadow Day, please 

contact Karen Dalton-Thomas, Guidance Dept. Head, at 508-647-6616 or kadaltonthomas@natickps.org. 

 
2.    LINKS - The Natick High School Links Program is designed to facilitate a smooth and seamless transition for a 

student from a private, out of state, or out of district school to Natick High. Our Links Program enables ‘new’ students to 

‘link up’ with an existing peer or upperclassman who can provide pertinent school information, support and comradeship, 

so the new student feels an important part of the fabric and culture of the high school. More information available on the 

NHS Guidance website http://www.natickps.org/NatickHigh/NewGuidance/linksprogram.cfm  
 
3.    Transfer Student Resources  
 
- All transfer students are added to a Blue 1 Common Directed Study (CDS) block to meet with one of the school 

adjustment counselors and a guidance counselor in a group setting once every 4 days for one term. This allows the 

counselors to engage in informal check-ins with transfer students, as well as allowing the transfer students to get to know 

each other. Their LINKS mentors are present for the first few weeks. 
 

Note: Students who join NHS mid-year are evaluated on a case by case basis on how to best meet their 

acclimation needs and it may be determined that they may be better served by being added to a different CDS. 
 
- Transfer students who have not had experience working with MACs are added to a Computer Training CDS once every 

four days with a Media Arts teacher to become comfortable in the use of the MacBook and associated school software. 

You may access a document outlining the basics of MAC use at the high school here.  
 
- MCAS Prep courses are offered online for students who enter from a private school or non-Massachusetts Public High 

School with no former experience with MCAS. 
 
- The NHS Guidance Dept. and NHS Administration offer an orientation program on the evening prior to the first day of 

school for transfer students and all freshmen. Presentations regarding important facts to know about Natick High School, 

as well as building tours, are offered. If today’s date is after Sept. 1st, you may access the powerpoint for that program 

here. 
 
- The NHS Guidance Dept. offers a parent program in the evening for parents of transfers and freshmen in September. 

Presentations and Q and A are offered regarding transitioning into the high school. 
 
- If you are transferring in prior to the start of the school year, you will be responsible for summer reading for your grade. 

There will be a quiz in your English class during the second week of school. Please go here for list of required books. 
 
4.     Grade 8 Students - If you are currently a Wilson Middle School or Kennedy Middle School student, you will 

automatically be enrolled in Natick High School for grade 9. If you are currently a grade 8 student in a private school and 

would like to attend Natick High School for grade 9, please click here for the registration process and forms. Registration 

for the next school year commences after February 1st. 
 
You may access documents and Powerpoint presentations from Grade 8 Parent Transition programs here under the 

“Parent” tab on the NHS Guidance Department website (scroll down to “Important Events”). 
 

http://www.natickps.org/NatickHigh/NewGuidance/linksprogram.cfm
http://www.natickps.org/NatickHigh/Guidance/Documents/Laptop-Natick%20new%20student%20info.pdf
http://www.natickps.org/NatickHigh/NewGuidance/Parents.cfm
http://www.natickps.org/NatickHigh/Academics/englishsummerreading09.cfm
http://www.natickps.org/NatickHigh/NewGuidance/newenrollments.cfm
http://www.natickps.org/NatickHigh/NewGuidance/Parents.cfm

